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I was pouring over the catalog I planned to order this
year’s Christmas cards from,
the kind of cards with cut
outs and gold and silver foil
and elegant fonts in crimson
and cyan, that fold out to
stand in three-dimensions
…. the expensive kind ….
when Barb, my beloved,
muttered something not so
indistinctly and not so fully under her breath that
I couldn’t make out her loving threat to cancel
my credit card if I placed that order.

celebrate this year just as we have in years past
the almighty omnipotent God who comes to us
in a vulnerable baby so we know God is with us
in our vulnerability. And we celebrate the fact
that there is no feeling we may experience this
season that is either too trivial for our God or
too big for his healing, merciful power.

I was persuaded instead to peruse the bargain
basement online Christmas card websites where
I came upon the strangest article about the
quandary Christmas card companies are in within this year of the China virus. Apparently,
they’re trying to ascertain the kind of messages
they can place in their Christmas cards. Take a
look:

Christmas-y enough, I suppose, as far as it
goes. In contrast, here’s the sentiment of the
season Barb and I have chosen for the Christmas
card we’ll be greeting and encouraging family
and friends with in this undeniably worrisome
year (spoiler alert):

One of the biggest challenges facing the
greeting card industry this year is what
sentiment do people want to send out this
year? It has been a disruptive year that
has impacted holiday cheer.
But in a year of stress, anxiety, disruption
and sadness, will "merry" be the right
sentiment?

Well, I thought to myself (with no little amount of
indignation), “…. merry …. [as] the right sentiment …. “ is being questioned in these
times? Indeed! I can’t believe it! There is no
way the pandemic will steal Christmas
2020! (Just recall the reason for the Grinch’s
failure.) While it will alter the ways we celebrate,
it will never change the essence of what we celebrate, nor the truth of what we celebrate, nor the
reality of what we celebrate on that Silent Night,
that O Holy Night of nights!
What we celebrate is the good news of our God’s
coming to us in the form of a vulnerable baby so
that he might be present to us in all life’s many
dimensions, including a world-wide plague. We

That strange article I referenced offered this possibility for a Christmas card at Hallmark:
A Christmas with peace and soft twinkling light.
A warm cozy corner on a cold winter night.
A place at the table with family and friends.
A feeling of hopefulness that never ends.

Rejoice!
Unto us is born a Savior,
who is Christ the Lord.

Indeed, rejoice! O come, all ye faithful - Joyful and triumphant …. O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord. And yes, a Merry Christmas to
you all in the Lord!
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All Soul’s Day Celebrated
Despite Covid 19, All Soul’s Day was
celebrated at St. Stanislaus. Holy Mass was
held a noon with a
moving display set up
by Father Janusz. He
had candles set up
down the main isle
starting with dark red
and ruby red candles
leading to the altar

on the graves of their family
members and participated as all
the graves were blessed as is
Polish tradition.
Hopefully, next year, with
better conditions more can join in
this meaningful tradition.

Rorate Masses

with white candles ending
on the main altar of Sacrifice, symbolizing our pathway through life with our
struggles until we reach
God in Heaven. During
Mass, the list of Wypominki
were read for the remembrance of the souls of our
dearly departed.
Services were also
held at 7:00 p.m. in our
cemetery as is tradition.
Not as many parishion-

ers were in attendance
because of the weather
conditions, but there
were those faithful
who braved the conditions to place candles

For us, from
within our Catholic
Christian spiritually, Advent is the
dawn. This time of
year has not yet realized the bright
light of Christmas.
Advent for you and
me is a time of preparation for something exceedingly joyful that is yet to come. It is a time
of penance, when our souls are still struggling
through the darkness of misdeeds and lapses
from goodness, but still seeking the Light.
There is a sense of longing and expectancy in Advent.
An expression of that anticipation is our
Rorate Masses celebrated early each Wednesday
morning in the lower chapel of the Cathedral at
6:30 a.m. Let two or three of these special Advent events be a part of your spiritual preparation this year for the celebration of Christ’s
birth. The first Rorate Mass is scheduled for
Wednesday, December 2nd and will continue for
the next three Wednesdays in Advent. Hope to
see you there.
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CHURCH RESERVATIONS NEEDED THIS
CHRISTMAS
Please call the
Parish Office at
570.961.9231 to reserve a
place in the Cathedral for
the two Christmas Masses
we’ll celebrate this year: one
on Christmas Eve at 10:30
P.M. and one on Christmas
Day at 10:00 A.M..
Because of the virus distancing restrictions, there are only 86 seats available in
the Cathedral, and 20 seats available in the lower chapel with the closed-circuit TV screen.
Your tickets will be waiting for you at the
main doors.
Folks who come without reservations can
receive whatever tickets remain for that particular Mass that have not been reserved. No one
can be admitted after the last tickets have been
distributed.
Seating will not be assigned, and worshipers may sit at any spot where the order of
service has been placed at the blue cross on the
pew.
We wish it could be otherwise. Prayerfully, next Christmas!

Church Envelopes
The church offering envelopes for
2021 are in and may
be picked up in the
church hall after
church or by calling
the parish office (570961-9231) during the
week to arrange for a pickup time.
The envelopes will be in alphabetical
order. If there is a
problem with your
envelope or number, please let the
parish office know.

Christmas Flower Donations
With Advent fast approaching it is time to consider
donating for Christmas Flowers
to adorn our altars. We are requesting $25.00 or more in
memory of your loved ones. Checks can be
made out to the ANS Flower Fund and
mailed to 529 E, Locust St. Scranton,
18505 or dropped off at the Parrish Office.
Please include names of loved ones to be
honored. Any questions please contact
Connie Tellep at jtellep@nep,net or 570222-4409.

Opłatek
Christmas Wafer
Opłatki are available in
the Church Office after Masses on Sunday or you may pick
it up during the week by contacting the Church
Office at 570-961-9231 between 9:00 a.m. and
3:00 p.m. A donation is asked to help defray
the cost of the wafers.
Carry on the Polish custom
of breaking bread at the
Wigilia, Vigil Dinner, on
Christmas Eve and sharing
you good wishes for good
health, wealth, and happiness. If a loved one cannot be with you this
year, try send a piece of Opłatek in a Christmas
card to them with your good wishes. To all our
parishioners, have a Blessed Holiday Season .
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Another Baby is
Splashed!
Summer Louise
Noto was welcomed into
the Christian faith on Saturday, November 14th.
Summer is the
daughter of James and
Christine Nezelkewicz
Noto. Godparents are
Chelsea Grow and
Nicholas Dignazio.
Her big brother is CJ Noto and grandparents of
Summer are Chet
Nezelkewicz and Robert
and Helen Noto.
Father Janusz Lucarz performed the baptism. Because of Covid19, the family received
the initial Splash Program from the School of
Christian Living through

the mail, to
help Summer
grow in faith.
Congratulations
and may God
bless little
Summer
Louise and
her family.

Church Roof Repair
On Monday, December
7th, C.J. Diirner is coming at
noon to start the roof repair
on the Cathedral roof.
The roof near the steeple is leaking and they will be
doing the repair on both sides.
Hopefully if will be done before
Christmas.

Modified Wreaths Across
America Observance
As with so many events and observances
during this time of the pandemic, our ceremonials for Wreaths Across America have been adjusted.
On Saturday, December 19th at noon, we’ll
gather at our cemetery to honor our nation’s
veterans buried there and remember their service to our country, their dedication and, for
some of them, their ultimate sacrifice in its defense.
A program that day will honor them as
before. However, this year, instead of placing
wreathes on individual graves, everyone in attendance will be invited to visit two or three veterans’ graves where American flags flutter in the
breezes to offer privately the Lord’s Prayer, the
Hail Mary and the Eternal rest grant unto them
…. or any other such prayer you may choose to
offer up. Please plan to join with us there that
day.
We wish it could be otherwise. Prayerfully,
next Christmas!

Lector Books Are Here
The lector books for the new liturgical
year are here and you may pick yours copy up in
the church office after Sunday Mass or by coming to the church office during
the week between 9:00 a.m. and
3:00 p.m. If coming to the office
please call first, 570-961-9231,
so Mrs. Kaszuba can expect your
arrival. After picking up your
copy, please sign the sheet by your name so we
can keep track of who still needs to get their
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Lackawanna County Annual Adoption Day
On
Monday, November 23rd,
Lackawanna
County holds
its Annual
Adoption Day.
This year, on
this date, Art
and Dee Golembeski, with
their son Luke,
increased their family size with the official adoption of baby Matthew. Art and Dee had been
fostering the baby almost since birth, and with
the decree of Judge Andy Jarbola, Matthew was
officially a Golembeski.
Over the past few years, Art and Dee have
been foster parents. Luke wanted a forever
brother and fortunate for them Matthew was the
one. Luke is
thrilled to have
his new little
brother.
Matthew
is also the new
grandson to
Ellen and the
late Arthur Golembeski.
For those of you who still read the Scranton Times, there was a beautiful article about
the adoption in the Tuesday, November 24th edition.
Congratulations to Matthew, Luke, Art
and Dee and may God’s blessings be with the
entire family.

Emergency Furnace
Repair

In October, the boiler
in the Pittston Avenue apartment building was leaking
badly. In calling the plumber, it was discovered that the
furnace boiler could not be repaired. The whole
furnace had to be replaced.

SOCL News
Advent is here, but because of Covid19, School of Christian Living classes are
not.
In order to keep the spirit of advent
lessons with the students, Advent scratchoff Calendars were sent to all the students
enrolled last year. Along with the calendar,
an Advent wreath color sheet was sent with
an explanation of each candle color and
meaning for the children to do every Sunday
as they “light” their candle on the paper.
Colton and Cecelia Thomas even sent
a picture of them lighting their Advent
wreath at home and doing their coloring
sheet.
It is
inspiring to
see the children carry
on the tradition of preparation for
Christmas even if we can’t be together in
class or even church because of the pandemic.
To any other families of SOCL students, if you and your child are doing anything special for Advent or Christmas,
please take a picture and send it to office@saintstanislauspncc.org so we can put
it in our newsletters.
Hopefully there will be more to come
for the New Year and soon we can be together again for in person classes.
Although the repair was over the limit for
a parish committee decision, an emergency decision had to be made because we were entering
the heating season, and could not leave the tenets without heat.
The furnace was replaced with a more efficient unit. The other was very old and not as
efficient. It was an unexpected expense that
had to be done, but now we should in good
shape for many years.

Page 6

United YMS of R
Winter Clothing
Drive
Most of the parishes of
the Polish National
Catholic Church are in
areas that are about to
be met with harsh winter weather. For this reason, the United YMS of R
is collecting winter clothing for those in need
again! Donations can include new or gently
used coats, hats, gloves, pants, and sweatshirts. Also accepted: new socks, underwear,
or t-shirts.
If you are able, start saving these items
now. Items can be dropped off in the Church
hall in the plastic containers after church or by
contacting the church office during the week.

EDUCATION AND YOUTH
COMMISSION
Polish National Union of America
Fraternal and Benefit Society
1006 Pittston Avenue
Scranton, PA 18505
Website: www.pnu.org
Email address: EYC@pnu.org
Dear Friends:
2020 has not unfolded in the way and manner anyone had planned. Things have changed significantly. As we begin to reopen various places in
our society and adapt to a “new normal” the PNU
Education and Youth Commission is adapting as
well. The past several years we have held a raffle to
support our annual stipend program that benefits
our PNU college students who meet the requirements. Due to the Covid 19 pandemic this year, in
place of our annual raffle we are issuing an appeal
letter for donations to help support this important
fraternal effort.
The three great cardinal virtues are faith, hope and
love. Charity as an act of genuine heart-felt love is
so closely related that it is sometimes employed in
the sense of love and is regarded as one of the

If We Keep Christ in our Hearts,
Christmas Never Ends
WiFi Wiring
New Wifi wiring is
underway so that we
would be able to stream
Holy Mass directly from
the Cathedral. New equipment was purchased, and
the installation and wiring
are in progress so that
hopefully if we cannot attend Christmas Mass in
person, we can attend it
virtually.
This was attempted at Easter, but because our equipment and internet signal were
not as good as it should be to stream, the attempt was not as successful as we hoped.
We are all praying that everything can be
up and running for this Christmas season.
three great virtues. Charity in its various implications and forms of action must hold a high place in
the life of every Christian.
The members of the Education and Youth
Commission of the Polish National Union of America
ask you to prayerfully consider giving a gift that will
be used, appreciated and always remembered by
our younger members going to college or schools of
higher learning.
Over the past years, thousands of deserving
students have received stipends from our Commission. Last year more than 30 students received stipends. On behalf of these grateful recipients, we
thank you for taking to heart the words: “And now
faith, hope, and charity abide, these three; but the
greatest of these is charity.” 1 Corinthians 13:13
Please make your charitable donation to the
PNU Education and Youth Commission and send it
to the above address. May God bless you; your family and we again thank you for your prayerful consideration of this appeal.
Fraternally Yours in Christ,
Mary Ann Stankowski, Chairperson
Most Rev. Anthony Mikovsky, Prime Bishop
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Mark Your Calendars!
December 2nd – Rorate Mass 6:30a.m. Lower Chapel
December 9th – Rorate Mass 6:30a.m. Lower Chapel
December 16th - Rorate Mass 6:30a.m. Lower Chapel
December 19th – Wreaths Across America Ceremony
at Noon in St. Stanislaus Cemetery
December 23rd – Rorate Mass 6:30a.m. Lower Chapel
December 24th – Christmas Eve
10:30 pm – Christmas Eve Vigil Mass:
Mass of the Shepherds: Pasterka
December 25th – Christmas Day
10:00a.m. Holy Mass

December 31st – 7:00 p.m. Mass at Close of the Year,
Cathedral, lower chapel
January 1st – Circumcision of Our Lord
10:00 am – Holy Mass, lower chapel
January 3rd – Solemnity of the Holy Family
8:00 am – Holy Mass, Cathedral
9:30 am – Holy Mass, Cathedral
11:00 am – Holy Mass, Cathedral

January 6th – Feast of the Epiphany
10:00 am – Holy Mass, Cathedral
January 18th – 25th – Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity
January 31st – Music Scholarship Sunday

December 26th – Feast of St. Stephen
nd
10:00 am – Holy Mass, lower chapel February 2 – Candlemas Day
th
December 27th – Solemnity of the Humble Shepherds February 16 —Anniversary of the Death of
Bishop Hodur 10:00 a.m. Mass
8:00 am – Holy Mass, Cathedral
9:30 am – Holy Mass, Cathedral
11:00 am – Holy Mass, Cathedral

December
Anniversaries
Dec 14 – Raymond &
Gloria Makowski
December
Birthdays
Dec 4 – Mary Karsnak
Dec 5 – Shelby Petrillo
Edward Meleski
Richard Berezinsky
Dec 7 – Stephanie Kaszuba
Kevin Pfohl
Dec 8 – Joseph Yaron
Carol Grinzi
Dec 10 – Barbara Nowicki
Dec 13 – Diane Smicherko
Dec 16 – Madeline Hughes
Dec 18 – Grace Weaver
Dec 19 – Wanda Diak
Dec 20 –MaryAnn Zigmont
Christine Noto
Dec 27 – Janet Swanger
Dec 30 – Lauren Godek
Mary Ann Stankowski
Ann Marie Grado
Dec 31 – Arthur Schmidt

February 17th - Ash Wednesday Distribution of Ashes
at Noon and 7:00 p.m. Masses

